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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al. 
-VS~ 


ARAKI, Sadao, et al 


Affidavit 


Deponent: Yemaoka, Shigeatsu 


l. Iam ex-Lt. General Yamaoka, Shigeatsu. I now - 
leading a retired life at 205 Kodaki, Oasa, Zentsuji- 
machi, Kagawa Prefecture, 


2. I was appointed Director of the Military Affairs 
Bureau of the War Ministry in February, 1933 after ‘ 
the accused ARAKI had occupied the portfolio of War ; 
who resigned from his position on acoount ct his iliness 
in January, 1934. I also left my post in March of 
the same year. 


3. #The Manchurian policies of the War Ministry of the 
Inugai Cabinet aimed at restoration of peace and order, 
and the earliest cessation of hostilities, in Manchuria, 
It devoted itself to realization of these policies, 

The succeeding Saito Cabinet followed almsast the 

same policies and tried to realize then in accordance 
with Manchukuo's free will and with the Japan- 
Menchukuo Protocol after her recognition as a state 
in view of the realities in Manchukuo. 


4. Though the Army continued some military operations 
there, it took every caution not to allow them to 
become a full-scale war. Expeditionary forces were 
sent there as on a peace-time occasion ani their 
scope of activity was limited as closely as possible, 
though on a Cabinet decision it might be extended, 
4f necessary, to all the area formerly controlled 
by the Changs but now in’a state of anarchy, in order 
to protect our residents, rightani interests, 


5, The establishment of Manchukuo had been decided ani 
declered when I was appointed Director of the Mili- 
tery Affairs Bureau, The Government approved the 
opinion of the Command:r of the Kwantung dray that 
there was no other way but to leave the natives to 
realize their ardent wishes, in order to secure peace 
and order. The Government decided not to interfere 
with it, The Army, in accordance with the principles 
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of the Government and with the War Minister's in- 
tentions, made efforts to cease fire at the earliest 
date possible and to maintain peace and order, 

4 dommission was formed'in the Cavinst with the 
ohief cabinet secretary as chairman and other 
committees fromthe ministries concerned, fof 

the purpose of deliberating counter-measures, 


In view of disgraceful affairs in the Army, such as 
the March Incident, the October Incident and so forth, 
we had strictly to prevent the repetition of such 
inoidarts for the future, That was the chief reason 
why I was appointed to the Director ox’ the Milit ary 
Affairs Bireau, At my‘holding the post, ‘the Minister 
of war told me to make, above all things, the Imperial 
Amy display its real value, keeping order and never 
allowing its quality to be affected by Prussian type 
ar the then-popular Fascism, 


6. In those days the War Ministry was, on Minister 
ARAKI's prinocizle, to transfer to compar atively 
unimportant posts those who had been concerned with 
the incidents or who were too indignant at the current 
Situation and to appoint to important posts those 
officers of sound character “ho could fully understand 
the Minister's intenttiors and would carry them out, 

I accordinzly cooperetet with him since my acceptance 
of the post by renovating the personnel affairs and 
by appeasing and persuading some young officers and. 
indignant elements, 


7. 48 a@ result, no army officer, hap»y to say, perticipated 
in the May 15 Incident which took plece in the third 
month of my installation, But some students of the 
military academy, lod from outside, were involved 
in the affeirs, That night I hurried to the official 

residence of the Premier by order of the Minister of 

War, and succeeded in preventing agaravation cf the 

inoddent by controlling the much-excited Army and 
frenzied local civilians‘at this Sreat shock, vithout 
promulgating ‘martial law, though there were soile who 


advocated it, 


4 


The Minister of War resigned his of<ice assuming 
administrative responsibility for the incident 5” 

in which military academy students participated, 

though any military officer did not. 4s his successor, 
the three superior ofvicers recommended Gor. Hayashi 
Co.;mamer of the Korean Army, who, however, refused it 

to the Premier on the cround thet be hed not yet beon well 
informed of the prevailing Situation, as he had been 


away from home, 


Them Pranier Saito so earnestly askee Mr, Areki to 
resume the post for the settlement of the Manchurian 
Incident that he at last consented: against his first 
intentions, Minister Araki however, was accused 
vehemently of his resumption of his post by those 
who misunderstood the incident and wio haa hither to 
been in sympathy with his Principles, But without 
any word of his own justification and only citis 

an old saying, "“Bleme comes even upon our efforts 
for perfect achievement, while maise is bestowed 
unexpectedly," he was doing his best for settlement of 
the Mzncharian Incident, At this sublime attitwie 

of his, I, as one of his subordinatés who knew the real 


State of things, was moved to tears, 
e2~« 
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8, Let me state the situation prevailing in Manchuria 
and others at the time IT held office, A Cleaning 
ogg orks of communists and a northern expedition 
by Chiang KaieShek in China had been conducted, 
But the people's wishes for restoration of 
sovereignty were so ardont thet on anti-forelgn 
movement was strongly Jaunched in Manchuria vh ich 
had beon rather disorderly aud nov yet in its 
frontier districts peace and order ware kept. ‘We 
could not be off our guerd even for a momant, 
especially as the messes were under constant 
tavio of Crang Hsueh-Liang and the Fuomintange 
Moreovor Soviet Union's Far Eastern equipment was 
being established steadily, which meant also 
threats for us, But Minister Araki who had 
no intentions to wage wer, wanted to stop military 
operations in Manchuria as soon as possible. 
Such being his policy, 4 great deal of pains 
devices were recvired jn settling the incident 
for inaintenenos of peace and order, for the military 
forces there could not be moved so easily at our 


will. 


For instance, our Ceneral Staff Cffice was troubled 
regarding expedition against revolts of Ma Cnan- 
Snen in North Manchuria and Su Ping-Wen in 
Hulunpeirh. Both of them could not be decidedly 
attacked or annihilated. 


After recognition of Manchukuo, the Amy had to 
share unlike tefore with Manchukuo responsibilities 
of national. defence and maintenance of peace ahd 
order in accordance with the new circumstanceSe 

It had to arrange matters with Menchukuo. Therefore 
every thing was settled by agreements between 

both countries, Such being the case, the Amy 
asked. the Government, as yegards its Menchwian 
policies, to take full measures necessary for 

her national defence and maintenance of peace and 
order, for the foundation of her state had not 

yet been stabilized. The detailed measures’were 
discussed by tho authorities of the foreigi, ~ 

the Navy, tre Finaice yrfices and the Cabinet. 
The making of plens and the procesdings of their 
enfor cement resulted from the discussions were 

in charge of the Foreign Orfice, only than ipulation 
of troops was ia the hands cf the Army. 


The Minister's principle of non-ageravation of the 
Manchurian Incident and immediate cessation of hostili- 
ties demonstrated his long-cherished spirit of the 
Imperial Army. He believed and carried out thet 

the Japenese Army should avoid war, because it 
existed to preserve the national character in 
acoordence with His august benevolence of the 
Emperor, and that even when it was compellec to wage 
a defensive wer it should avoid its disaster 

by limiting damages on both parties as strictly 

as possible, At the first Shanghai Affairs he 
evacuated all the troops upon truce to eradicate 

the root of calamity in future, It was the Kwantung 
Amy fulfilling the fervent orders of Minister of 
War Araki Prince Ken-in, Chief of the General 

Staff. General Staff Mazaki thet succeedad in 
conoiuding the Tangku Truce Acreement and finally 
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8, Let me state the situation prevailing’ in Manchuria 
and others at the time I held office, A Cleaning 
campaign of communists and a northern expedition 
by Chiang Kai-Shek in China had been conducted, 
But the people's wishes for restoration of 
sovereignty were so ardont thet on anti-forelgn 
movement was strongly Javnohed in Manchuria vhich 
had been rather disorderly aud nov yet in its 
frontier districts peace and order were kept. ‘We 
could not be off our guard even for a mom ant, 
especially as the masses were undsr constant 
agitation of Crang Hsueh-Liang and the Kuomintang. 
Moreovor Soviet Union's Far Eastern equipment was 
being established steadily, which meant also 
threats for us, But Minister Araki who had 
no intentions to wage war, wanted to stop military 
operations in Manchuria as soon as possible. 

Such being his policy, a great deal of pains and 
devices were resuired in sotvling the inecldent 


for maintenancs of pe 
forces there could not be moved so easily at our 


will. 


For instance, our General Staff Office was troubled 


regarding expedition against revolts of Ma Chan~- 
Shan in North Manchuria and Su Ping-Wen in 
Hulunpeirh. Both of them could not be decidedly 


; attacked or annihilated. 
9. After recognition of Manchukuo, the Army had to 


share unlike before with Manchukuo rosponsibilities 


of national defence amd maintenance of peace ahd 
order in accordance with the new circumstances. 


It had to arrange matters with Menchukuo, Therefore 


every thing was settled by agreements between 
both countries, Such being the case, tho Amy 
asked, the Governmant, as regards its Monchw'ian 
policies, to take full measures necessary for 
her national defence and maintenance cf peace and 
order, for the foundation of her state had not 
yet been stabilized. The detailed measures‘were 
discussed by tho authorities of the Poreiga, ~ 
the Navy, tre Finance Offices and the Cabinet. 
The meking of plans and the procesdines of their 
enforcement resulted from the discussions were 


in charge of the Foreign Orfice, only thanipulation 


of troops was in the hands cf the Army. 


10, The Minister's principle of non-aggravation of the 
Menchurian Incident and immediate cessation of hostili- 


ties demonstrated his long-cherished spirit of the 


Imperial Army. He believed and carried out that 
the Japenese Army should avoid war, because it 
existed to preserve the national character in 
accordance vith His august benevolence of the 


Emperor, and that even whon it was compelle¢c to wage 


a defensive war it should avoid its disaster 

by limiting damages on both parties as strictly 
as possible, At the first Shanghai Affairs he 
evacuatad all the troops upon truce to eradicate 


the root of calamity in future, It was the Kwantung 


Amy fulfilling the fervent orders of Minister of 
War Araki Prince Ken-in, Chief of the General 
Staff, General Staff Mavaki thet succeedad in 
conoLuding the Tangku Truce Acreement and finally 
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our troops with- 
gh they had 
t the Jehol 


campaign, 

of the portfolio to complete se 

a professionai point of view none © 

more briljiant result under the Menchurian, 
{nternational situations prevailing in those daySe 


The Minister devoted himself to‘ cessation of hostilities 
till the Tangku Truce Agreement, after which he set about 
planning fundamental national policies, Early in that 
autumn he began to discuss external, agricultural end 
political issues at Five Ministers’ Conferences. He 
composed a gist of national policies entitled " My Sugges= 
tions for Emergency Policies" through which he exerted 
himself to the utmost to arrange internally to grant 
amnesty to all the rightist ena le rist crviniials 
excluding habituei ones, und internoticnaliy to hold a 
Fer Eastern Poece Conference with a view to securing 
peace in the Far East by asking the Powers*o recognize 
the existing conditions end edjiusting Japen's relations 
with them after her vwitha@rawal fron the League of Nations. 


But he fell i111 with pnoumonia on January 1, 1934. 

Tiding over its crisis, he still feare¢ he could not 

take active pert at an emorgency session of the Diet 

after his illness. On that account, despite the ‘ 
earnest persuasion to remain in office by the Premier, 
other ministers and us his subordinates, he resigned 

4t recommending as his successor General Hayashi who 

bas soe understanding with him about his gist of national 
policies. 


The Government, however, {noluding Minister of War 
Hayashi, neglected his suggestions ‘i thout trying to 
realize than. Moreover the sossion of the Dict was again 
at a low ebb ang even presented a shemeful scene. 
Tnoreupon Mr. A aki, returning to Tokyo from nis one 
month recuperation et haar ' was not only deeply dis# 


appointe? but got enery. nee then he never expressed 
his opinibn actively regarding any important rational 


policy. 


Minister of War Areki always talked of disasters of 
civilized warfare vccn in World Wer Ie He had his own 
view of war andi armament ror netional defence, and was 
not much interestes in ordinary military equipment in 
general, He asserted that national defence should be 
based on high standards of morality. Japanese history 
abounded in such {instances and security of national ‘ 
defence was not always war but improvement of morality, 
he said. he advocated a humaniterian view of war, 

by preventing disasters, observing war-time public law and 
PYeine behaviors of creat war lords‘of Japan, such as 
Uesugl, Kenshin. With this in view, he tried to have 

ow armaments as an independent state almost on the same 
level with those of other Powors during World Wer I. For 
our poor Army, armaments had lagged fer behind those of 
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of other Powers during World War I. The plans made 
in 1922-23 were followed but the Incident tnterferred 
vith their realizetion, On the other hand, the 
urgent expenses of the Incident was met by advencing 
the already settled budget. He devoted hinself 
solely in set*ling the Incident before anything 
else, He could not realize his ideals in other 
matters, nor paid much attention to sugzestions 
made by his subordinates. He waited for a 

time when his ideals and such suggestions could 
be realized, But his illness made him give them up, 
Though the Army received many reports about the 
Soviet Union's active installation’ in Far East, woe 
did not have any special equipment, devoting ourselves 
solely in settling the Manchurian Incident, The 
Minister had his own faith and hope about inviting 
peace in his anxiety of world situation «after 

anan's withdrawal from the League of Nations. 

So he did not take: any active instxlletion, 


One of the Chief renovations of military administration 
while he was Minister of Wer was creation of a cadet’ 
systen, discontinuing the one year volunteers system. 
The object of this renovation was equal opportunity 

for military service, because by the latter system 

an able but poor conscript could not apply for cadet- 
ship, as he had to pay an adequate money for the service 
year, another renovation was an aprointment of 
commanders from a standpoint of character, and payment 
of additional salary to those coiimanders who were 
company or higher commanders in a regiment and who 

had sO many subordinates but no good chance for their 
culture and study, with a view to getting than 
devoted solely in military duties freed from anxiety 
about their future, AS it was durin’ the incident, 
any other renovation could not afford to be carried 


oute P 


Minister Araki's guiding principle of the Army was 
realization of an army as 4 moral oxistence, That 

is to say; from his experiences in World Wer I, 

the Japanese Army should earnestly try to prevent: 

war from deterioration, wage no war without cause, 
commit no atrocities on a battlefield, nor treat 

war prisoners cruelly. Regardinz these points, not 
only should we observe international treaties, but 
further we should warn the world without reserve against 
researches of poison gas or bacteria warfare 
proposing limita*ion of any arms which were liable 

to cause deformity. So he said and practised, His 
motto in guiding the Army was, "Never bo resented 

by enemies in victory and be yearned after by natives 
during your stay.” He’elso strogly insisted upon 
senotification of arms, but it could not be realized 
so easily impeded by the doeply-rooted evil of custom, 
A sword was, in his opinion, n& for killing but 

for prot«ctdon of its bearer's life. Therefore he 
rejected a blood-stained sword as impure and ‘was always 
wearing a new sword never smearod with blood, 


Aa to military training at school, Minister Araki aia 
not take ony other new measure than he rectificd 
whet hed been formal and conventional in it, He 
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dispelldd various misunderstanding lying between the 
Aray and schools, clarified thet military training 

of schools aimed at spiritucel recognition of our Army 
as a moral existence to aap ey its real merits, and 
rationalized it to be auxiliary training for military 
service with a view to shortening the service 

period. Minister Areki took others' speeches and 
publications as the public opinion and made use of 
then for his self-introspection, He never suppressed 
any speech, so that we, subordinates of his, even got 
angry at his leniency over personal abuses or slanders 
upon the Army made by civilians with varied objecus, 
as far as I ramorber, the Pross Sootion under his 
principle never resorted to any authoritetive suppressio : 
policy, but settled matters persuedingly sm vith 
good will with those who had been too radical. 
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